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February 9, 2018 
 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Hutto ISD School Board Selects Name for Seventh Elementary School 
 
The Hutto ISD Board of Trustees has selected Benjamin “Doc” Kerley Elementary School as the name for 
the district’s seventh elementary school, which is scheduled to open fall of 2019. The Board 
unanimously approved the name following open discussion during its monthly Board meeting Thursday, 
February 8. 
 
The Board received over 250 name nominations from the community and also reviewed names the 
naming committee of Veterans’ Hill Elementary had considered prior to it being opened in 2008. 
 
The Kerley family has a long history in Hutto. Doc Kerley was the superintendent and teacher at the 
“Hutto Colored School” in the early 1900s. He also helped form Ebeneezer Baptist Church, which helped 
in the education of youth in that day. 
 
“The unanimous vote by the Board in selecting Benjamin “Doc” Kerley Elementary shows we want to 
honor those who’ve been a part of educating students in Hutto,” said Board President Connie Gooding. 
“Even over 100 years ago, Mr. Kerley laid a foundation of inspiring excellence in a time much different 
from today, and we are so proud to honor that legacy.” 
 
The groundbreaking for the school is scheduled for Monday, February 12, at 1:30 p.m. The school will be 
located near the Siena neighborhood, south of Limmer Loop near Viena Dr. 
 
“We are delighted to name our newest elementary school in honor of a dedicated educator who 
devoted his life to the education of children during a time when education was not a guarantee for all 
children, regardless of race, ethnicity or economic background,” said Hutto ISD Superintendent Dr. 
Celina Estrada Thomas. “Benjamin Doc Kerley’s character and life represent what all educators aspire to 
achieve, which is to make a difference in the lives of children.  His legacy will live on for years without 
end!” 
 
Construction of the school is scheduled to begin immediately.  
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